
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Show Spotlight! 

The Show Spotlight is a 
new communication tool 
for the North Carolina 
State Fairgrounds. The 
shows spotlighted include 
not only the “Big Show,” 
the October State Fair, but 
also the many shows and 
events that take place 
throughout the year. The 
Fair is truly in “showbiz” 
with the wide variety of 
consumer, competitive 
and agricultural shows 
staged year round.  

First edition of quarterly e-newsletter for 
the North Carolina State Fairgrounds 

N. C. State Fair Opens Thursday, October 15 
The 2009 N.C. State Fair 
will be held at the N.C. 
State Fairgrounds Oct. 15-
25. Discount tickets are on 
sale online now through 
Oct. 15. Adult tickets are 
$5 in advance, $7 at the 
gate. Children’s tickets are 
$1 in advance or $2 at the 
gate. Children 5 and 
under and seniors age 65 
and older get in free. 

The Fair will again open a 
half-day early for a 
Preview Day on Thursday, 
Oct. 15. Preview Day will 
feature discounted gate 
admission and Powers 
Great American Midway, a 

Profiles of people, projects 
and presentations will be 
a regular feature of this 
quarterly publication. 

The North Carolina State 
Fair is a division of the 
North Carolina 
Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services, 
and an enterprise fund. 
Simply put, the Fair 
receives no appropriations 
from the North Carolina 
General Assembly except 
for occasional monies for 

specific repair or public 
accommodation projects. 
The Fair must self generate 
monies to pay salaries, 
utilities, maintenance and 
repair and the projects 
undertaken. Revenue from 
admission ticket sales to 
the Fair, carnival receipts 
and commercial space 
sales are fair-time revenue 
sources. Rental of 
fairground facilities are 
another main revenue 
source.  

Burgaw, NC-based 
carnival, will offer a $25 
Preview Day Ride 
Wristband for unlimited 
rides. Gates will open on 
Preview Day at 3 p.m., 
and the exhibit halls & 
Midway will open at 3:30 
p.m. 

The nightly entertainment 
in Dorton Arena has a 
decidedly hometown feel. 
Highlights from the lineup 
include four North 
Carolina natives: Jason 
Michael Carroll kicks 
things off on Oct. 15; 
Kellie Pickler performs on 
Oct. 17; Anoop Desai will 

perform his first-ever solo 
concert on Oct. 22, and 
Eric Church closes the fair 
on Oct. 25. Check out the 
State Fair Web site for the 
complete Dorton concert 
lineup. 

Ride sheets can also be 
purchased in advance for 
$10 for a sheet of 18 
tickets. For more 
information and to buy 
tickets, go to 
www.ncstatefair.org. 
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The State Fairgrounds 
Master Plan, which 
identifies 48 projects to be 
completed over the next 
20 to 30 years or more, 
includes new exposition 
space, improved 
pedestrian safety and 
traffic flow, an enhanced 
layout and additional on-
site parking. 

The Raleigh-based firm 
HH Architecture was hired 
in October 2007 to 
analyze the facilities and 
develop a master plan to 
assess circulation, 
transportation, gate 
access, parking, signage 
and other key issues. 

The master plan will guide 
future building projects on 
the fairgrounds. 

The State Fairgrounds 
has undergone a number 

Master Plan 
of improvements to its 
infrastructure in recent 
years, which have been 
beneficial to visitors of the 
State Fair and other 
events, Commissioner of 
Agriculture Steve Troxler 
said. “We would like to 
continue making upgrades 
and offer more services. 
But, rather than continuing 
to build and evolve without 
a plan, we feel it is 
important that any further 
improvements fit into an 
overall framework for the 
future,” he said. 

Proposed projects include 
three main entrance 
gates, new parking lots on 
the western side of the 
grounds to accommodate 
5,000 cars, 300 new horse 
stalls at the Gov. Hunt 
Horse Complex and a 
campground with nearly 
200 new camper spaces. 

The projects in the master 
plan represent a total 
investment estimated at 
$121 million in today’s 
dollars. Costs for 
individual projects will not 
be known until a 
prioritization process 
occurs. 

Projects will begin as the 
fairgrounds earns revenue 
to pay for them. 

For more information see:

http://www.ncstatefair.org/
masterplan/index.htm 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The State Fair worked on 
several major projects this 
year.  

At the Hunt Horse 
Complex, the Fair 
constructed two new horse 
show rings with improved 
footing and drainage so as 
to allow for all-weather 
performance class equine 
competitions. In 
conjunction with this work, 
land was graded to permit 
better parking for the 
equine exhibitors; new 
ventilation fans were 
installed and some new 
fencing was installed as 
well.  

South of the main horse 
complex work was begun 
on a RV campground for 
the exhibitors, vendors 
and participants of events 
and shows at the 
fairgrounds.  

Phase 1 of the State 
Fairgrounds Campground 
has been completed and 

Fair Projects 

has been approved for 
occupancy after inspection 
by the State Construction 
Office.  Phase 1 includes 
grading about one-half of 
the campground area and 
extending utilities to the 
site.  A new access road 
from Youth Center Road to 
the Campground is also 
complete.  For the 2009 
State Fair approximately 
fifteen campers will be 
located in the new 
campground.  These 
campers will be provided 
full service hook-ups by 
means of temporary utility 
distribution.   

All campers located in the 
new campground for the 
2009 State Fair will be 
occupied by public safety 
workers: police, medical or 
fire. 

The State Fair constructed 
a new ticket booth that will 
be used for advance ticket 
sales and for gate sales 
during the Fair.  This 

project included installation 
of a new gate entrance for 
both the annual Fair and 
year-round events, and is 
intended to provide safer, 
more accommodating 
facilities for our customers 
year round. 

The Fair added 18 new light 
poles in the landscape 
islands that are between 
Dorton Arena and Blue 
Ridge Road. The attractive 
park-like lighting enhances 
the fairgrounds ambience 
and adds to safety as well. 

A new wash pit was 
installed on the west side of 
the Kelley Building to 
service the smaller animal 
species shown during the 
State Fair. 

Other improvement projects 
include a new landscape 
bed and trees along the 
east side of the Jim Graham 
Building.  

Safety and Security at the State Fairgrounds 

The State Fairgrounds has 
24-hour security every day 
of the year, and during the 
State Fair we have a high 
level of cooperation with a 
number of safety agencies. 

More than 350 personnel 
from the State Highway 
Patrol, Raleigh Police and 
Wake County Sheriff’s 
offices will work throughout 
the 11-day Fair to keep the 
grounds safe. 

 

“Between all of the 
uniformed police, security 
guards and plain-clothed 
officers on site, the 
fairgrounds are extremely 
well protected during the 
Fair,” said Joel Keith, 
State Fairgrounds Chief of 
Security. 

 

The year-round, 24-hour 
State Fairgrounds security 
cell phone number is 919-
612-6767.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The State Fair quickly 
demobilizes from fair-time 
mode to allow move in of 
the flea market on Friday, 
October 30. The first 
event weekend for the flea 
market, as well as the 
other buildings is 
November 7 & 8.  There is 
heavy event activity with 
several large horse shows 
in November renting 400 

Upcoming Events 
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or more stalls, Christmas 
shows, gun show, antique 
show, custom car show, 
toy show, coin and stamp 
show, and the weekend 
flea market.  The Fair 
leases the buildings and 
grounds throughout the 
year for public and private 
events, which provide a 
much appreciated source 
of revenue. Additional 

information on future 
events and activities can 
be found at:  

http://www.ncstatefair.org/
events/calendar.htm 

 
 
 
 
Select Events 
 

Oct. 15-25 
    N.C. State Fair 
 
Nov. 3-8 
    Duke Children's  
     Hospital Benefit  
     Hunter Horse  
     Show 
 
Nov. 7-8 
    Raleigh Flea      
    Market re-opens 
 
Nov. 13-15 
    Carolina Collector  
     Auto Fest 
 
Nov. 23 
     Amran Shrine  
    Circus 
 
Nov. 27-29 
    A Christmas  
     Carousel Holiday  
     Festival 
 
Dec. 5 
     Scandinavian  
     Christmas Fair 
 
Dec. 11-13 
     Holiday Gem &  
     Jewelry Show 
 
Dec. 18-20 
     Sportscard and  
     Sports Memorabilia  
     3-Day Show 


