
The North Carolina State Fair recently won 
six awards from the International Association 
of Fairs and Expositions at the association’s 
annual meeting in Las Vegas. 

The State Fair, which competes against other 
fairs with attendance of 500,001 to 1  
million, took home a first-place  
communications award for its 2009 Web site. 
The Fair also won second-place honors for 
television commercial, third place for best use 
of social media and third place for black-and-
white newspaper advertisement. 

In the agricultural competition, the State Fair 
received second place in the new green  
program category for its Green NC exhibit. 
The Got to Be NC Festival, which takes place 
at the State Fairgrounds in May, won  
second-place honors in the category for non-
fair agricultural event or program. 

“It takes tremendous effort to put on a  
successful event the size of the State Fair, 
and being recognized by our peers is a  
testament to the hard work and dedication of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
our staff and supporters,” said Agriculture 
Commissioner Steve Troxler. 

The N.C. Department of Agriculture and  
Consumer Services’ composition section  
designed the award-winning Web site and 
newspaper ad, and the Public Affairs Division 
managed the social media campaign, which 
included the use of sites like Facebook and 
Twitter. The Green NC exhibit was  
coordinated by Fair staff, and the Got to Be 
NC Festival is a collaborative effort of many 
NCDA&CS divisions. The State Fair’s  
advertising agency in 2009, Morrisville-based 
MSA, produced the TV commercial. 
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Spaces are still available for concession  
vendors as well.  

For more information visit the Got to Be NC 
Festival Web site, or contact Festival Manager, 
Jim Knight, at James.Knight@ncagr.gov or 
Vendor Space Administrator, Letrice Vines, at 
Letrice.Vines@ncagr.gov 

 

Commercial vendor 
space is available for the 
Got to Be NC Festival, 
taking place May 21-23 
at the State Fairgrounds.  

 
Businesses and organizations looking to 
make contact with thousands of festival-goers 
can find an application online at 
www.ncagfest.com. Indoor and outdoor 
spaces are available. Direct sales to patrons 
are allowed, and exhibit space costs $30 per 
front foot, with a $300 minimum (additional 
costs may be incurred for electrical needs).  

Got to Be NC Festival 
visitors sample products 
and talk to vendors at 
the 2009 Food and Wine 
Expo  
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Giant animals from student art competition have new homes 

farm animal to decorate. After 
the Fair, the schools received 
their animals back. Over time,  
a collection of these eclectic  
animals were left at the fair-
grounds because some schools 
didn’t take back their creation 
for one reason or another. It 
then became necessary to send 
the abandoned statues to State 
Surplus because storage was 
no longer available. 

The three 6½-foot-tall chickens 
and a life-size cow and horse 
each averaged about 50 bids, 
ranging from mere chicken feed 
to $352.58. 

In 2009, the competition took on 
a “green” feel and called for  
participants to use at least 80%  
 

recycled materials to create their 
own farm animal, rather than 
receiving a pre-made fiberglass 
statue. Each participating class 
received $500 to help purchase 
classroom supplies.  
 
Durham’s Cresset Christian 
Academy took home first place 
honors and $1,000 for their 5-
foot-tall chicken made of grocery 
bags woven through chicken 
wire. Second place and $750 
went to Wakefield High School 
for its sheep made of paint  
buckets and electrical cords, and 
Panther Creek High School’s 
cow made of milk containers 
came in third place, earning the 
school $500.  

 

Five fiberglass animals that 
were part of  the N.C. State 
Fair’s Farm Animal Frenzy  
competition have new homes. 
The left over animals were sold 
to North Carolina buyers in a 
State Surplus auction for a total 
of $1,521.58. 

The Farm Animal Frenzy  
competition challenges  
Triangle-area high school art 
classes to incorporate the State 
Fair’s annual theme into the 
design of larger-than-life  
animals, which are judged and 
put on display during the Fair.  

During the first two years of the 
competition, each school was 
given a large, fiberglass  
 
 

Powers Great American Midways will return in 2010 
 If you’ve grown accustomed to 
the rides and games at the N.C. 
State Fair, you’ll be happy to 
know that the company  
operating the Midway will  
return again this year. 

State Fair organizers have 
signed a contract with Burgaw, 
N.C.-based Powers Great  
American Midways to operate 
the carnival rides and games at  

the 2010 State Fair, scheduled 
for Oct. 14-24. Under the  
contract, Powers will pay the 
State Fair a fee based on the 
number of people who buy  
admission tickets. 

That financial arrangement has 
been good for the State Fair, 
which does not receive any  
taxpayer dollars to cover  
operations.  

Powers has operated the Midway 
at the State Fair since 2006. The 
company has introduced several 
new rides over the years,  
including the Vertigo, Vortex and 
Drag Strip. Powers’ performance  
history, safety record and the 
financial benefit to the State Fair 
were factors in the decision to 
sign a contract with the company 
for this year, says State Fair 
Manager Wesley Wyatt. 

The Vertigo swing 
tower made its 
debut at the 2009 
State Fair. 

What is your favorite thing to do at the fair?  

We want to know—what is your 
favorite Fair activity?  

Whether it’s the exhibits,  
entertainment, farm animals, 
blue ribbon winners, Midway 
rides, food or another  
favorite feature, we want to 
know what you look forward to 
at the N.C. State Fair.  
 
 

 

Tell us your favorite Fair  
activity by March 31, 2010 for 
a chance to win a family four 
pack of tickets 

Email your entry to: 
Natalie.Alford@ncagr.gov  
 
One winner will be chosen at 
random, and will be announced 
in the next issue of Show  
Spotlight!  

It’s that time of year when State 
Fairgrounds staff are busy  
making improvements to the 
buildings and grounds, planning 
new and exciting events and 
competitions, and scheduling 
the Dorton Arena concert lineup 
and free entertainment acts that 
can be found throughout the 
Fair each day.   

 

 

Five fiberglass  
animals that were 
decorated by high 
school art students 
as part of the Fair’s 
annual Farm  
Animal Frenzy art  
contest were sold 
at a State Surplus 
auction.  

Enter for a chance 
to win a family four 
pack of Fair tickets! 
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222,956 pounds of food collected on Food Lion Hunger Relief 
Day, given to Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina 

Eastern North Carolina. The 
organization distributes food to 
needy people and hunger-relief 
agencies in the 34-county area 
surrounding Raleigh.  

 

With the area’s increasing need 
for non-perishable food items, 
N.C. State Fair staff set a goal 
to collect at least 200,000 
pounds of food in 2009.  

 

Food Lion Hunger Relief Day 
turned out to be a double  
record-breaking day. With an 
attendance record of 108,929 
people, more than 48,000 of 

Over the past 14 years, more 
than 2 million pounds of food 
have been collected during the 
N.C. State Fair’s annual Hunger 
Relief Day and donated to the  
Food Bank of Central and  

Fairgrounds projects 

lighting will be installed in the 
outdoor areas used by the 
weekly Raleigh Flea Market, 
which is open every Saturday 
and Sunday from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. except during the month of 
October.  

Staff will also continue to  
develop plans for additional  
infrastructure in the RV park, 
though the full scope of work in 
this area has not yet been  
defined.  

Over the next few months, State 
Fairgrounds staff will be working 
on a few improvement projects 
around the fairgrounds.  

Improvements will be made to 
the south side porch of the  
Kelley Building, and additional 

Contact Us 

North Carolina State Fair 
Steve Troxler, Agriculture Commissioner 
Wesley Wyatt, State Fair Manager 
 
Mailing Address: 1010 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1010 
Physical Address: 1025 Blue Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC 27607 
Phone: (919) 821-7400; Fax: (919) 733-5079 
 
Web site: www.ncstatefair.org 
Calendar of Events: www.ncstatefair.org/events/calendar.htm 
Deep Fried @ the N.C. State Fair Blog: www.ncstatefair.org/blog 
 
To subscribe to future mailings, please send an email to: Natalie.Alford@ncagr.gov 

Select Events 
Click here to see more 

 

 
Feb. 3-5 
   Southern Farm Show 

Feb. 11-14 
   International Auto 
   Expo 

Feb. 19-21 
   Carolina Power and  
   Sailboat Show 

Feb. 20 
   Carolina Roller  
   Derby 

Feb. 26-28 
   Native American  
   Indian Art Show 
 
Feb. 26-28 
   NC RV and Camping  
   Show 
 
March 5-7 
   Dixie Deer Classic 

March 6-7 
   Carolina Mane Event  
   Horse Show Circuit 

March 12-14 
   Women’s Club of  
   Raleigh Spring  
   Antiques Show and  
   Sale 

March 20-21 
   India Fest -  
   Cultural Arts  
   Showcase 

March 24-28 
   Kennel Club Dog  
   Show 

April 9-11 
   Southern Ideal Home  
   Show 

April 16-18 
   Raleigh Invitational  
   Horse Show 
 
April 17-18 
   Turkish Festival 
 
 
 

Students lined up to exchange 
cans for tickets on Food Lion 
Hunger Relief Day.  

whom brought cans in exchange 
for free admission, the Fair  
shattered its collection goal and 
took in 222,956 pounds of food 
—a record amount. The Food 
Bank of Central and Eastern 
North Carolina estimates this will 
provide more than 200,000 
meals. 

 

Each fairgoer who brought at 
least four canned goods received 
one free admission ticket worth 
$5, equaling approximately 
$240,000 in exchanged gate 
receipts.  
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