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Winner of State Fair Family Four Pack  
 

Visitors will have plenty of activities to choose 
from this weekend as the third-annual Got to 
Be NC Festival, the Raleigh Flea Market and 
other events offering free admission fill the 
State Fairgrounds.  
 

Following is the jam-packed schedule: 
 

Carnival Rides & Games (Fri-Sun), Midway  
More than 30 rides and lots of games will be 
available. Buy individual tickets for $1 each, a 
sheet of 14 tickets for $10 or a sheet of 30 
tickets for $20. Serious riders may want to visit 
on Friday between noon and 6 p.m., when the 
purchase of a sheet of 30 tickets will also  
include one free ride coupon, a $4 value,  
valid on Friday only.  Armbands for unlimited 
rides will be available only on Sunday for $20 
each. The carnival is open noon to midnight on 
Friday, 10 a.m. to midnight on Saturday and 10 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday.  
 

Classic Car Show (Fri) and Harley Davidson 
Ride-in (Sat), Grandstand 
Classic cars of all types and eras will be on 
display Friday evening from 5-8 p.m. On  
Saturday, about 100 bikers are expected to 
participate in the annual ride from Ray Price 
Harley-Davidson on South Saunders Street to 
the fairgrounds, and arrive at noon through 
Gate 11. Visitors can check out the motorcycle 
display near the Grandstand, and vote for their  
favorite in the “People’s Choice” award.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Got to Be NC Food & Wine Expo (Fri-Sun), 
Exposition Center 
More than 100 companies representing  
products such as wines, peanuts, sauces,  
candies, fresh produce and meats will sample 
and sell their goods. Visitors can also enjoy a 
wine garden area featuring local wineries. The 
Food & Wine Expo, supported by the Golden 
LEAF Foundation, will be open from 10 a.m. to 
8 a.m. Friday and Saturday and from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. on Sunday.  

Geico Triangle Stage & Food Lion Family 
Picnic Area (Fri-Sun), Dorton Arena  
Visitors can enjoy a variety of music on the  
Geico Triangle Stage. On Friday, the Charlie  
Albertson Band performs at 1 and 3:30 p.m., 
and the Barn Burners take the stage at 6 and 8 
p.m. Jeanne Jolly and North Tower will play four 
shows on Saturday and Sunday, respectively, 
beginning at 11 a.m. Other activities in this area 
include the NASCAR Street Tour and Water 
Wars balloon launch activity.  
 

Bluegrass Music (Fri-Sun), Bluegrass Stage 
in the Flower Show area 
Triangle band The Boys from Carolina will per-
form multiple sets all three days, beginning at 
noon Friday and Sunday, and 11 a.m. Saturday. 
On Saturday at 1 p.m., 10 amateur bands will 
compete for top honors and cash prizes in the 
Bluegrass Band Competition, sponsored by 
PineCone. The top three bands will be  
recognized, with the champion taking home 
$500, runner-up $250 and third place $125. 
 

Grandstand Events (Fri-Sun)  
Teams of draft horses will test their might 
against a weighted sled Friday beginning at 6 
p.m. The horse pull will be preceded by Rocky 
the Trick Mule at 5:30 p.m. Antique-tractor pulls 
are set for Saturday. Pulls will run from noon to 
5 p.m. and 6 to 11 p.m.  
(Continued on page 2, Got to Be NC Festival) 

Fairgrounds set for jam-packed Festival weekend  

 

Congratulations to Christie Hawkins of Asheboro, NC, who submitted her favorite Fair activity 
and was randomly selected to receive a Family Four Pack of tickets to the 2010 N.C. State Fair.  
 

    “My family loves it all!  Our kids are 12 years- and 10 years-old, and we take it all in; the                
    educational exhibits, rides and animals. We love the Christian contemporary concerts  
    (we attended two last year). Oh – let’s not forget the food!  We stay from opening to closing. “ 
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The tractor pulls are sanctioned by the Old Time 
Tractor Pullers Association and the Carolina  
Antique Tractor Pullers Association, respectively. 
On Sunday from noon to about 7 p.m., members 
of the American Racing Mower Association will 
race souped-up lawn mowers around the  
grandstand oval at speeds up to 60 miles-per-
hour. Teams will participate in junior- and adult-
racing classes to earn trophies and points toward 
a national championship. Admission to each 
grandstand event is $5, and tickets will be  
available at the grandstand box office. 
 

Amran Shriners N.C. Seafood Fish Fry  
(Fri), beside the Expo Center 
The Shriners will serve N.C. mountain trout,  
catfish and shrimp from 11 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Cost is $10 per plate. The event is a fund-raiser 
that benefits the Shriners Hospitals for Children. 
 

Mason’s N.C. Pig Jig & BBQ Cook-off (Sat), 
beside the Expo Center 
Cook-off teams representing 30 N.C. Masonic 
lodges will prepare their best barbecue pork, 
chicken and sauces for a chance at awards and 
bragging rights. Once the barbecue is judged, it 
will be chopped and sold starting at 11 a.m.  
Tickets for all-you-can-eat barbecue are $10 for 
adults; children 12 and under eat free. The event 
raises money to support the Masonic Home for 
Children and the Central Children’s Home, both 
in Oxford.  
 

Antique Tractor & Equipment Display and  
Parade (Fri-Sun), outdoor areas 
Thousands of pieces of antique farm machinery, 
from steam-powered engines built in the 1800’s 
to plows and harvesters restored to showroom 
condition, will be on display. A tractor parade will 
loop the festival grounds each day at 11 a.m.  
 

New this year will be a special display of Corbitt 
Trucks and equipment in celebration of the  
Henderson company’s 100th anniversary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Other weekend events throughout the  
fairgrounds offering free admission: 
■  The Raleigh Summer Boat Show in the Kerr  
    Scott Building kicks off the weekend at noon  
    on Thursday and continues through Sunday  
    at 5 p.m.  
■  WRAL’s Wellness Weekend will take place in  
    the Jim Graham Building from 10 a.m. to 5  
    p.m. Saturday and Sunday. The event offers  
    dancing, aerobics, health tests and  
    screenings, jazzercising, soccer, rock climbing,  
    a community blood drive and more.  
■  Wake County 4-H and District 4-H horse shows  
    will take place at the Hunt Horse Complex on  
    Saturday and Sunday respectively.  
    The events are open to the public.  
■  Hundreds of Raleigh Flea Market craftsmen  
    and vendors will be open from 9 a.m. to 6  
    p.m. in the Commercial and Education  
    buildings and at various outdoor locations on  
    Saturday and Sunday.  
 

Free parking will be available near Gates 9 and 10 
along Trinity Road and at Carter Finley Stadium.  

   Coming Events    
  More at ncstatefair.org 
 
 
 

Every Saturday and 
Sunday 
    Raleigh Flea Market 
 

May 25* 
   Wake Forest Alumni/ 
   Fan Day 
 

May 25-27* 
   EPI-Ready Training  
   for NC Rapid  
   Response 
 

May 26-29 
   Southern States  
   Regional Morgan  
   Horse Show 
 

May 27* 
   GM Regal Training 
 

May 27* 
   Gold Leaf Sam’s  
   Camping Club 
 

May 29 
   Bird Fair 
 

June 2, July 1 & 15* 
   NC Pesticide  
   Applicator Licensing  
   Exams 
 

June 3 & July 8* 
   NC Structural  
   Pesticide Exams 
 

June 4-6 
   Capital Dressage  
   Classic Horse Show 
 

June 5 
   Raleigh Bottle Club  
   Antique Bottle &  
   Collectibles Show 
 

June 5*  
   Pyatt Family  
   Celebrations 
 

June 5* 
   NC School of  
   Science &  
   Mathematics  
    
 
 

  * Indicates the event is  

     not open to the public 
 

(Continued, page 3) 
    

Continued from page 1, Got to Be NC Festival May 21-23 

 
Coming Events 

  More at ncstatefair.org 
 

Every Saturday and 
Sunday, except during 
the month of October 
   Raleigh Flea Market 
 

May 24* 
   Wake Forest Alumni/ 
   Fan Day 
 

May 25-27* 
   EPI-Ready Training  
   for NC Rapid  
   Response Team 
 

May 26-29 
   Southern States  
   Regional Morgan  
   Horse Show 
 

May 27* 
   GM Regal Training 
 

May 27-31* 
   Gold Leaf Sam’s  
   Camping Club 
 

May 29 
   Bird Fair 
 

June 2, July 1 & 15* 
   NC Pesticide  
   Applicator Licensing  
   Exams 
 

June 3 & July 8* 
   NC Structural  
   Pesticide Exams 
 

June 4-6 
   Capital Dressage  
   Classic Horse Show 
 

June 5 
   Raleigh Bottle Club  
   Antique Bottle &  
   Collectibles Show 
 

June 5* 
   Pyatt Family  
   Celebration 
 

June 5* 
   NC School of  
   Science &  
   Mathematics 

  * Indicates that the event 
is not open to the public  
 
(Continued, page 3) 

Sneak peak at a colorful ride coming to the 2010 State Fair 

Are the carnival rides one of your favorite things about the N.C. State Fair? Then here’s a look at a 
popular attraction that has received a major facelift over the winter.  

This spectacular ride, called the Mulligan  
Gondola Wheel, has been refurbished by  
Powers Great American Midways (PGAM). It is 
now outfitted with a 40,000 bulb LED light show 
that changes color and pattern for a fascinating 
display. PGAM has also refurbished its Wave 
Swinger with LEDs.   
 

Other refurbished rides include: the Zipper, 
Pharaoh's Fury, Cliff Hanger, Jalopy Junction, 
Wacky Worm, Uncle Al, and Cuchoo Haus Fun 
House. 
 

The Mulligan Gondola Wheel puts on a can’t-
miss, eye-catching Midway show. Come check 
it out, October 14-24.  

Souped-up lawn mowers race around the Grandstand 
track at the Got to Be NC Festival 

http://www.ncstatefair.org/events/calendar.htm�
http://www.ncstatefair.org/events/calendar.htm�
http://www.powersmidways.com/�
http://www.ncagfest.com/index.htm�
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When Candace Green’s son Walton had 
enough fun with the family for one day, he  
decided going home should mean getting to 
drive. The image below shows Walton saying 
one of his first words, “TRUUUCK!” 

 

 Green’s photograph,   
 Walton Green Likes  
 Trucks is one of eight  
 blue ribbon winners  
 from the 2009 N.C.  
 State Fair photography  
 competition that will be  
 part of a year-long tour  
 across the state. 
 

 The “Celebrate North  
 Carolina: Faces and  
 Places“ Photography  
 Exhibit is an initiative  
  of the Office of First  
  Gentleman Bob Eaves   
  in cooperation with the  
  N.C. Department of  
  Cultural Resources.  

You, too, could win a blue ribbon  

Free, family-friendly entertainment at the 2010 N.C. State Fair 

Kiddieland Fun Park 
Agricadabra Magic 4U,  Michelle’s Magical  
Poodles, Hubba Bubba the Clown and Al the Artist 
 

Shows near the Expo Center 
Steve Brogan the Comic Ventriloquist, Dale Jones 
the Juggler and Steve Trash Eco-Hero Magic Show 
 

Heritage Circle 
Kenny & Amanda Smith Band, Sharon “Ma” Hutto 
Storyteller, James Madren the Wooden Bowl Maker 
and Lyle Wheeler the Chairmaker  

Below is a list of some of the family-friendly  
entertainment acts set to perform this year.  
More announcements will be made this summer.  
 

Roaming throughout the Fairgrounds: 
Washboard Willy and Wanda, StatueViva,  
Carrie McQueen the Stiltwalker, Rock-it-The  
Robot and Mobile Robots on Tractors  
 

Grandstand Shows 
Tractor Pull, Demolition Derby and Keith King 
BMX Bike Stunt Shows 

Blue ribbon winners part of state-wide tour 

Coming Events    
  More at ncstatefair.org 

 

June 5-6 
   NC Junior Beef  
   Roundup Livestock  
   Show 
 

June 5-6 
   Old North State  
   Antique Gun &  
   Military Collector  
   Show 
 

June 9 & July 13* 
   NC Pesticides &  
   Structural Pesticides  
   Board Meeting 
 

June 10-20 
   Tarheel Triple  
   Classic Quarter  
   Horse Show 
 

June 11-12 
   NC Holstein Assoc.  
   “Parade of The  
   Stars” Livestock  
   Show & Auction Sale 
 

June 11-13 
   Gem & Jewelry  
   Show 
 

June 12 
   Carolina Roller  
   Derby 
 

June 15 
   State of NC School  
   Bus “Roadeo” 
 

June 18* 
   OSA Biannual Staff  
   Meeting 
 

June 19-20 
   Capital City Gun  
   Show 
 

June 19-20 
   Raleigh Coin Club &  
   Stamp Show 
 

June 20* 
   Kamal Upanayaham/ 
   Thread Ceremony 
 

June 25-27 
   75th North State Toy  
   & Hobby Show 
 

* Event not open to public 

(Continued, page 4) 

For more information, contact Nikki Berryman,  
Special Exhibits & Promotions Coordinator, by email 
at Nikki.Berryman@ncagr.gov or by calling  
(919) 839-4513. Good Luck!  

Have you taken up a new crafting hobby, or 
planted your first garden? Do your friends say 
that you take the best photos or make the most 
delicious pies?  
 

Then you could win a blue ribbon at the Fair!  
 

Each year, North Carolinians compete for a 
chance to win first place in hundreds of  
categories, from flower arrangements to fine 
arts, best turnip to best turkey. With more than 
$500,000 in prize money at stake, you could 
take home much more than bragging rights.  
 

To compete, look for the 2010 State Fair  
electronic premium book online, or pick up a 
print version, available this summer. The  
premium book includes all of the rules and  
regulations, entry deadlines, prize money and  
judging criteria.  

The exhibit of 30 images from professional and  
amateur N.C. photographers, and a sample from 
the State Archives collections, will travel to 30  
communities across North Carolina through Feb. 
19, 2011. 
 

In addition to Green’s prize-winning photograph, 
these State Fair winners will be on tour: Diana 
Bloomfield’s Ripley’s Believe It or Not, Brian Cyr’s 
Kaitlyn Lacombe, Ellen Giamportone’s Sonia’s 
Yard - The Bird Cage, Brian W. Potter’s City  
Market, Raleigh, Christa Rice’s Hummingbird,   
Anthony Sammarco’s Historic Mecca Restaurant, 
Downtown Raleigh and Miriam Sutton’s Cape 
Moon Rising. 
 

You can view all of the State Fair’s touring  
photographs by visiting our Flickr photostream, 
www.flickr.com/photos/ncstatefair/ 
 

Half of the photographs will tour the eastern part of 
the state and the other half will tour the west. For a 
list of the tour dates and locations, visit 
www.celebrate.nc.gov/past/2010winter.aspx 

This prize-winning  
photograph will be on 

tour as part of the 
"Celebrate North  

Carolina: Faces and 
Places" exhibit.  

http://www.ncstatefair.org/events/calendar.htm�
mailto:nikki.berryman@ncagr.gov�
http://www.ncstatefair.org�
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ncstatefair/�
http://www.celebrate.nc.gov/past/2010winter.aspx�


 4 

 

RV Campground project update 

Coming Events    
  More at ncstatefair.org 

 

June 25-July 2 &  
July 3-9* 
   Boy Scouts of  
   America Day Camp 
 

June 26 
   Raleigh Soul Festival 
 

June 30, July 1-4 
   NCHJA Annual  
   Hunter Jumper  
   Horse Show 
 

July 1-4* 
   National Camper  
   Travelers Hiram’s  
   Tarheels Club 
 

July 4 
   July 4th Celebration 
 

July 7* 
   NCSU 4-H Horse  
   Communications  
   Contest 
 

July 7-11 
   State 4-H Horse  
   Show 
 

July 10 
   Southern Baby Expo 
 

July 12-13 
   3 on 3 Hoop It Up 
 

July 12-13 
   Forest Hills Baptist  
   Church Middle  
   School Mission Trip 
 

July 14* 
   Johnston County  
   Nurserymen  
   Marketing Assoc.  
   Annual Trade Show 
 

July 15-18 
   Kids Exchange  
   Consignment Sale 
 

July 16-18 
   Gem & Jewelry  
   Show 
 

July 16-18 
   NBHA Barrel Racing     
   NC State Finals 
 

* Event not open to public 

(Continued, page 5) 

Happenings at the Gov. James B. Hunt, Jr. Horse Complex  

Greetings from the other side of 
the fairgrounds!   Many are not 
aware that the Hunt Horse 
Complex (HHC) is one of the 
busiest horse showing facilities 
in the country – we are booked 
51 weeks this year, with some 
weekends hosting two separate 
horse shows concurrently.  
 

The ever popular draft horse 
pull during the Southern Farm 
Show and the NBRA bull riding 
finals in February were very 
exciting events as always that 
everyone needs to plan to  
attend next year.   
 

The 2010 NC State Fair horse 
show will be held over the 
course of 21 days, and it  
continues to be one of the     
largest all-breed horse shows in 
the country. 
 

Our biggest horse show held so 
far this year at the HHC was the 
annual Raleigh Spring Premier 
in March, which featured Saddle 
Horses from all across the  
region. We had a very exciting 
barrel racing competition the 
first weekend in April, a new 
event for the facility, which 

brought in a lot of people and 
excitement. The HHC proudly  
hosted for the first time the  
Region 10 Quarter Horse  
Experience in mid-May and we 
were excited to have this  
opportunity as our facility was 
chosen over competing facilities 
in SC, GA and FL.  
 

One of the best horse shows in 
existence, which has even been 
recognized as the top show of 
its kind in the nation, is the 
Southern States Morgan show, 
taking place at the end of May 
and is always most hospitable 
and fun to watch.  
 

In June we have a very popular  
dressage competition that in the 
past has had international  
competitors, and even former 
Olympic medalists, in  
attendance. The Tarheel Triple 
Classic Quarter Horse show  
begins on June 10th and goes 
through the 20th, and attracts 
exhibitors from as at least 26 
states—coming from as far 
away as Texas, Montana and 
even Canada. 
 
 

The horse shows at the HHC are 
typically free to attend and are 
great family fun. There are  
always vendors present offering 
everything from horse trailers to 
gifts, jewelry, boots and western 
wear for sale. Please check out 
our full calendar of events at 
www.HuntHorseComplex.org 
where you can link to the  
website for each show to find out 
more information.   

 
We are right down Trinity Road 
from the main fairgrounds  
campus, across from the Carter 
Finley football stadium. 
 

—Dale Barnett 
    Hunt Horse Complex Manager 

Feb. 12-13th NBRA Bull Riding 
Finals, produced by Carousel 

Farms, Raleigh 

On May 5, the State Fairgrounds held a  
community meeting in the Gov. Martin Building 
to discuss plans for completion of the RV 
Campground, Phase I.  
 

About 40 fairgrounds neighbors and stake-
holders attended the meeting, and State Fair 
staff members want to say “Thank You!” to  
everyone that came.  
 

Attendees were able to see the latest draft of 
the RV Campground design, and share their 
opinions on items such as the type of lighting,  
fencing and vegetation that will be a part of this 
project.  
 

Currently, the fairgrounds has camper spaces 
spread throughout the grounds, which are out-
dated and in need of upgrades. With most of the 
spaces located on the main campus, they  
become inaccessible during the State Fair.  
 

Our goal with RV Campground project is to  
provide one dedicated, modern camping  
facility with approximately 70 spaces to  
accommodate the year-round demand from 

event promoters and travelers from all over the 
country. These campers have a positive economic 
impact on area businesses, and are typically  
accustomed to a more high-end camping facility 
than what is currently offered.  
 

Based on input from the community meeting, and 
from the recommendation of others, additional 
landscaping will be added along the border of the 
campground to provide an extra buffer between 
campers and fairgrounds neighbors. The types of 
landscaping will include Holly and mixed hardwood 
trees. Perimeter fencing, which will be at least 8-
feet tall chain-length type, will further deter foot 
traffic between the RV park and bordering 
neighborhoods. The campground will have at least 
three types of lighting, including 30-feet-tall security 
lights aimed at the ground, 14-feet-tall decorative 
light posts with caps on top to diffuse light pollution 
and 5-feet-tall lights attached to the electrical hook-
ups at each campsite.   
 

It is our goal to offer accommodations at the new 
RV Campground project before the 2010 State Fair 
in October.  

http://www.ncstatefair.org/events/calendar.htm�
http://www.hunthorsecomplex.org/�
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Fairgrounds gets “wired”  

fiber optic upgrade that will  
allow each building on site to 
share a 10MB Internet  
connection. New fiber cabling 
will also tie in the gates and 
buildings on a gigabit backbone.  
 

So what does this mean? It 
means a lot of things, according 
to our IT friends, but here are a 
few key features: Remote 
HVAC systems monitoring,  

You may already be aware that 
that fairgrounds offers free wire-
less Internet access on site; 
event managers, visitors and 
campers can simply sign up for 
a free account to surf the Web. 
 

But a project currently underway 
will offer better “wired” access 
as well.  
 

The fairgrounds is receiving a 

Let the Fairgrounds host your next event 

Raleigh, excellent on-site parking and award  
winning landscape, the fairgrounds is a popular 
rental spot.  
 

Plan your next event at the State Fairgrounds.  
Contact Claudine Davis, Facility Sales Director at 
Claudine.Davis@ncagr.gov or call (919) 839-4501.  

From sporting events to trade shows, wedding 
receptions to camping facilities, the N.C. State 
Fairgrounds hosts a wide variety of events,  
conferences and exhibits every year.  
 

Our buildings can accommodate party sizes 
from fewer than 100 to over 10,000. Because of 
the roomy facilities, great location in west  

Contact Us 
North Carolina State Fair 
Steve Troxler, Agriculture Commissioner 
Wesley Wyatt, State Fair Manager 
 

Mailing Address: 1010 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1010 
Physical Address: 1025 Blue Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC 27607 
Phone: (919) 821-7400; Fax: (919) 733-5079 

Web site: www.ncstatefair.org     ■    Calendar of Events: www.ncstatefair.org/events/calendar.htm 

Deep Fried @ the N.C. State Fair Blog: www.ncstatefair.org/blog 
N.C. State Fair on Twitter: www.twitter.com/ncstatefair 
 

To subscribe to future mailings, please send an email to: Natalie.Alford@ncagr.gov 
 

 

Coming Events    
  More at ncstatefair.org 

 

July 19* 
   Vick Family Reunion 
 

July 19-22* 
   NC 4-H Congress 
 

July 23-25 
   Youth Quarter Horse  
   Show 
 

July 24-25 
   Bead Mercantile  
   Show 
 

July 27-28* 
   NC Bar Exams 
 

July 27-28* 
   Elon University Law  
   School Graduate  
   Student Reception 
 

July 28-29* 
   NCDA Vet Division  
   Annual Meeting 
 

July 30-Aug. 1 
   Sportscard and  
   Sports Memorabilia  
   3-Day Show 
 

July 31-Aug. 1 
   NCHJA “C” Indoors  
   Horse Show 
 

July 31-Aug 1 
   Raleigh Summer  
   Dressage Horse  
   Show 
 

* Event not open to public 

 
 

 

 

 

 

giving us better control over the 
energy efficiency of our buildings; 
all facilities will be able to store 
data on the same server; and 
gate ticket sales, along with the 
ride ticket redemption process 
during the Fair, should move 
much faster.  
 

High speed means better  
service for our facilities and our 
visitors!  

mailto:claudine.davis@ncagr.gov�
http://www.ncstatefair.org/Rates.htm�
http://www.ncstatefair.org/index.htm�
http://www.ncstatefair.org/events/calendar.htm�
http://info.ncagr.com/DeepFried/�
http://twitter.com/ncstatefair�
mailto:natalie.alford@ncagr.gov�
http://www.ncstatefair.org/events/calendar.htm�
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